THE   CITY   OF   NINEVEH
fourth!    If these traditions are to be trusted, then
Mosul has indeed a right to be termed ancient.
Some 1260 years ago Omar el Khattab the
Calipha conquered Jerusalem and Damascus, and
then turned his attention to Mosul He sent down
one of his chiefs named Eyath, son of Ghoonum, to
besiege Mosul, with orders to convert the city to
Mohammedanism at all costs, if necessary at the
point of the sword. Many of the inhabitants at that
time were Parsees, belonging to the old fire-worship-
ping religion ; others were called " Charamika," but
no trace of their belief has been found. These and
many others were converted to Mohammedanism by
the strong argument of the sword.
In the twelfth century Mosul had a sovereignty
of its own, a brother of the Sultan of Damascus then
reigning over this province. In 1180 it withstood the
armies of the famous Saladin, who was a native of a
town some five days' ride from Mosul. In the thir-
teenth and fourteenth centuries it suffered defeat from
the hands of its enemies, and in 1743 Nadir Shah of
Persia bombarded the town for forty days. Since
then Mosul has suffered much from time to time
through various causes—from the cruelties of some
of its governors, from a famine caused by the crops
being utterly destroyed by locusts, and also from the
plague which visited it in 1831 and left the town
almost a desert. It is stated that 100,000 people
perished at that time from this terrible scourge.
The walls surrounding Mosul are very old. They
were built, in the first instance, about 2000 years ago
by a man named Marvan, one of the kings of a tribe
called " Umayya," They were repaired 170 years ago
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